ON  BYRON

and Boniface to find a time when the example of England had
been so useful to Europe. A parallel between Byron and the
Venerable Bede might be pressed too far: but there are two
points of resemblance. If we except Shakespeare, then of
writers born in England, Byron seems most likely to rival Bede
in the length of time during which his influence abroad will
last. And, in the case alike of Bede and of Byron, the writer
owed much of his influence to the fact that the Englishmen of
his age were good Europeans, and had deserved well of the
Continent. The England of Scott and Wordsworth had
problems enough to solve. But when we are told that such a
land was 'no place for' righteous persons like Shelley or Byron,
we may remember that Byron himself did not think so:

Yet was I born where men are proud to be
Not without cause.

We may turn to Shelley's Sonnet on England in 1819 for
information about Shelley, but hardly for a fair view of the
England of that year. It was the year of Ruskin's birth: and
Ruskin grew up, a product of the 'Georgian stables', to carry
on through a long life his struggle for humanity. And perhaps
more than to any one other age, Ruskin turns for help and
encouragement to this generation, to the great and humane
men of 1798 to 1830: to Wordsworth, to Scott, and equally to
Byron.
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